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1960 Sovzet Rocket Dzsaster Reported

>

LQNQQEl Qct. 16 gém:E
‘“Fantastic” secret weapon

Nikita - 8. Khrushchev boasted
‘of in 1960 was a nuclear-pro-|
pelled rocket that blew up on
lhe launching pad, killing the
Soviet commander of rocket
‘forces and 300 iothers, The
Guardian said today. °

The newspaper quoted from
what it said were secrct reports
of Oleg V., Penkovsky, a Rus-
sian- who was sentenced ® to;
‘death by a Soviet court in 19‘6‘»-
Lfor spying for the West.

or Zorza, Gommunigt
fai expert of The Gugrd

;ﬁarently obtained an ady:

ok at the spy's reports, jwhjc
are being published scon’ wif
the™ title “The Penkovsky
pers’”* in Britain and the Unil-
ed States. - - &

"Mr, Zorza said Mr, Penkov-
sky had reeported that forme:
Premier Khrushchev's  state-
went to the Supreme Soviet
 that a “fantastic’” weapon was
being developed had annoycd
Soviet military men and forced
a premature tcstmg of th(‘
rocket.

In the fd]l of 1960 scxcnt;,t
assembled to rush throughi a
test in time for the™ Oc¢ "hm
Revolution
Zovza repotrted,

Explosion After 20 N 1\Imu(%

“The countdown went accihd-
ing. to plan,” Mr. Zorza gaid.
“hut the' new missile failed. to-
‘leave the ground. The observers
swaited for some 20 minutes,
‘then came out of the shelter.

“At this point the missile’ ex-
ploded, killing 300 pcople, amaong
‘them the commander-in-chief of
‘the Soviet missile forces, Mir-
shal [Mitrofan I.] Nedelin.'"

On the diplomatic side, Mr.
Zorza reported that the most
important intelligence furnisBed
by Mr' I‘enkovsky was that hc

Kre mn hand . could be suc:?
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cgllcd Umteg EtQtes TOSCIVISLS ,

=

Berlin crisis.

Iu that year, Mr. Khrushchey
threatencd to sign a - separate]
peace treaty with East Ger-
many and then back ¥p the
Geu‘%l?n Communists if they cut
off Western access to Berlin.”

In repeated - messages, Mrf.
Penkovsky said that the Soviet
Union did not have the military
forcp to back up the threats,
Mr.: Zorza veported.

When President Kcennedy

anniversary, Ir.

Ly \ALlLy @l LUHT¥YYOOU 1TTalc 1
plain it" would fight if nced be|
1My, Khrushchev pulled bach
and gave the impression therq
Wwagmo hurry about signing thq:
separate treaty. -
Mr.. Zorza said the Unxtec :
States’
%ﬁencx ad made Mr. Penkov
s papers available for pub
lication. probably as part of

propaganda bhattle with Sovief
mtelhgence agencics. :
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